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 MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
OF THE CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF BLACK JACK

12500 OLD JAMESTOWN ROAD
September 20, 2016

7:00 pm

ROLL CALL
The City Clerk called the roll and the following members were present:

Councilman Allen Councilman Taylor
Councilwoman Muller Councilman Hinkle
Councilman White Councilman Krank
Councilman Schroeder

EXCUSED
Councilman Steigerwald

The City Clerk attested to the fact that a quorum was present.  Mayor McCourt called the meeting 
to order at 7:01 p.m.

PUBLIC HEARING

None

PRESENTATION

None

PROCLAMATIONS

None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Mayor McCourt called for additions, corrections or changes to the Regular Meeting Minutes of
September 6, 2016 and Phone Poll Minutes of September 14, 2016.  The minutes were approved as 
amended.

COMMENTS, QUESTIONS, PETITIONS, ETC. FROM THE PUBLIC

Andrew Winston – 5258 Elk Trail.  Mr. Winston advised that a female resident was recently robbed 
in his area.  He advised that he spoke with the apparent suspect prior to the robbery and felt a little
suspicious, but not enough to call the police.  He advised the Black Jack police that he can identify 
the suspect and will cooperate with them fully.  He asked if there were any suggestions from the 
City Officials on how to prevent such events in the future.

 It was suggested to form a neighborhood watch group; Councilman Krank advised that 
Officer Chris Pignataro and Sergeant Kardasz have already been contacted to form a 
neighborhood watch group.

 Surveillance cameras in the area was another suggestion
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MAYOR’S REPORT

1. Mayor McCourt advised that the financial report for July and August 2016 was previously 
distributed.  The City’s revenue is 1% above last year at this time, which is approximately 
$3,000.00

2. St. Louis County Department of Highways is in the process of acquiring property east of Old 
Jamestown Road.  A sidewalk will be installed from Old Jamestown Forest Drive to Cedar 
Crest Creek Drive.

3. St. Louis County will be changing Parkton Place from Jamestown Ridge Drive to Old 
Jamestown Ridge from a “local road” to a “minor collector” road.  This will allow the City to 
apply for road funds for repairs whenever a Tiger Grant is open.

4. Charter Communications is adding Ovation HD to channels 731 and 161. Cable Noticea will 
replace the Cuban Play channel on channel 308, which is a Spanish channel.

5. The Board of Adjustment members have been notified of a webinar titled “All You Need to 
Know About Board of Adjustment”.  The webinar will take place on Thursday, September 
22nd from 12:00-1:15 pm.

6. During the month of August, there were 16 residential occupancy permits issued and 25 
apartment.

7. He received a letter from the Board of Election offering to handle candidacy filing for City 
Officials of municipalities in Clayton instead of at their perspective City Hall locations.  The 
difference is they use the lottery system on the first day of candidacy filing.

8. For the month of August, Black Jack court was down $760.00.
9. The cost for nuisance grass violations so far this year is $18,433.00.
10. He spoke with Sheldon Stock, the City’s attorney, about the City adding a cost for our 

zoning review process, which is done by Vijay Bhasin, City Engineer.  Some surrounding 
municipalities charge up to $300.00 for commercial properties.  He is proposing $30.00 for 
residential and $60.00 for commercial property.

11. The annual medical insurance renewal is up 17%, which is approximately $9,000.00
12. He received an email from Mayor Viola Murphy from the City of Cool Valley, asking other 

municipalities to share in the cost of a lawsuit filed in reference to SB5.  They are asking 
each municipality for $530.00.

OFFICIALS

Councilwoman Muller advised that the senior resource fair that was held recently in Spanish Lake 
was very well attended.  There were 21 vendors for the residents to visit.  Many attendees advised 
that they learned a great deal that will be helpful to them in their lifestyle.

REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONS/BOARDS/COMMITTEE

None

SPECIAL COUNSEL

None
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Bill #1185, entitled, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE ANNUAL RATE OF AD VALOREM TAXES 
LEVIED FOR THE YEAR 2016 ON ALL REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY OF BLACK 
JACK, MISSOURI; PROVIDING FOR THE EXTENSION OF SAID TAXES ON THE BOOKS OF THE 
COLLECTOR BY THE COUNTY CLERK OF ST. LOUIS COUNTY was read for the second time.  
Councilman Hinkle moved to place Bill #1185 on its passage.  Motion was seconded and passed 
when a poll of the Council produced the following vote:

Councilman Krank yes Councilman Hinkle yes
Councilman White yes Councilman Allen yes
Councilman Taylor yes Councilwoman Muller yes
Councilman Schroeder yes

Bill #1185 became Ordinance #1098

PENDING LEGISLATION:

Councilman Allen moved to place Resolution #160901 under Resolution and assigned Councilman 
Taylor as the sponsor.  Motion was seconded and passed when a poll of the Council produced the 
following vote:

Councilman Krank yes Councilman Hinkle yes
Councilman White yes Councilman Allen yes
Councilman Taylor yes Councilwoman Muller yes
Councilman Schroeder yes

NEW BUSINESS:

None

RESOLUTION:

Resolution #160901, entitled, BUDGET ADJUSTMENT RUBBER TIRE LOADER was read in its entirety. 
Councilman Taylor moved to place Resolution #160901 on its passage.  Motion was seconded and 
passed when a poll of the Council produced the following vote:

Councilman Krank yes Councilman Hinkle yes
Councilman White yes Councilman Allen yes
Councilman Taylor yes Councilwoman Muller yes
Councilman Schroeder yes

Resolution #160901 is attached and made a part hereof

MISCELLANEOUS

1. Councilman Krank moved to allow the destruction of 2011 and 2012 court files.  Motion 
was seconded and passed when a poll of the Council produced the following vote:
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Councilman Krank yes Councilman Hinkle yes
Councilman White yes Councilman Allen yes
Councilman Taylor yes Councilwoman Muller yes
Councilman Schroeder yes

2. Councilwoman Muller moved to allow the destruction of 2009 and 2010 Paid Noxious 
Growth Notices.  Motion was seconded and passed when a poll of the Council produced the
following vote:

Councilman Krank yes Councilman Hinkle yes
Councilman White yes Councilman Allen yes
Councilman Taylor yes Councilwoman Muller yes
Councilman Schroeder yes

3. Councilman Allen advised that the annual City Harvestmoon festival was held on Saturday, 
September 17th and was the best festival thus far.  He advised that the band, “The 
Foundation” was great and played for two hours non-stop, the hayride was busy all night, 
the food trucks were busy selling food. He advised that Christian Embassy Church 
performed from 5 pm to 6 pm and they were great also.  

Mayor McCourt thanked the Special Events Committee for doing a great job in putting the 
event together, he thanked the Black Jack staff members, police, fire department and 
Randy Gardner.  He also thanked Pastor Griffin from Christian Embassy Church and advised 
that their event was held immediately before the City’s festival.  The church donates all 
funds received from their event to a charitable organization each year.

Councilman Hinkle commended the committee for a job well done and advised that three 
members of the band live in Black Jack.  

4. Mayor McCourt advised that according to Zillow, the City of Black Jack’s median home 
value is $120,000; which is $30,000.00 higher than Florissant.  He stated that housing sales 
have also increased.  Mayor McCourt acknowledged the City Officials and the City staff for 
doing a fine job in maintaining the City.

5. Councilwoman Muller advised that the semi-annual Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
Association “litter pickup” event will be held on Saturday, September 24th at 8:30 am.  The 
pickup will be on both sides of the street on Old Jamestown Road to the shopping center at 
367 and on Parker Road.

FINAL ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM THE MAYOR

Mayor McCourt advised that tomorrow the City Clerk will distribute to the Council, a 
Letter/Agreement with Kemp homes for the concrete slab issues on Kinsley Heights.  The Mayor 
requested that each City Council member review the document thoroughly to be discussed and 
considered during the next City Council meeting on October 4, 2016.  He requested that Ward 3 
City Officials contact the residents that are adjacent to the slabs, because they will not be able to 
access their driveway for approximately one week.
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ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m.
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THE September 20, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES WERE APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED 
DURING THE October 4, 2016 CITY COUNCIL MEETING.

__________________________________
Norman C. McCourt, Mayor

 ATTEST:

_________________________________
Karen E. Robinson, MRCC-S/CMC
City Clerk


